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7b of Chriſt; with a Free and Im. 
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N the brighteſt" Days of Britain, 


in the Chair of Wit, and oer this 
happy Landſbower'd Manna down, which 


ſuited. every Taſtc, I had the Honour 


(ho unworthy and unknown) to be ac- 
cepted as an humble Correſpondent : And 


Ii it gives me now a melancholy Reflexion, 
"| when I am once more inclind to viſit 


the World in Print, that the only 1 
ae * 
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fon, who introduc'd me to it, is Hin. 
elf retir d. — To be an Intruder upon 
. Solitude, I am conſcious, is Rudeneſs; 

Fut, as the greateſt Souls have never 
5 been ſo much ador d, as when departed; 


© Suffer me, Sir, to approach your Receſs, 
(high ought to be ſacred) with the 
 Reverence due to the Genius of our 
Illes, and to make this ſmall Oblation 
- 5 Ba 8. 
/ Gratitude to th immortal Manes f 
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IVI NE WORS 


that in the Performance there- 
of we ſhould turn ourſelves to- 
wards the Object we adore, is 


common Senſe alone ſufficiently informs us. 


* o * N 


the Rubrick of Nature, and 


whoſe 


0+ 


2 ens 


* * ES = % 
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 'Triſmegi/. whoſe Center, it has been ſaid of old, is every 


| Prov. xv. wherez and whoſe. Eyes, we read, are it 
. 


every Place; it ſeems to me a thing very in. 


different which way we turn in making our 


. - Adreſſes to Him; for that we cannot any 


way turn from him, nor towards him one], 


way more than another: for whether in Pay 


ing my Devotion I look up to Heaven,” he 


is there; or if I fall low upon the Earth, 


and humble myſelf to Hell, he is there alſo. 
For my part, therefate, I ſhall readily own 


ſſuppoſing always he that officiates may be 


as well heard) it would be far from giving 
me any Offence, ſhould I ſee a whole Con- 
gregation every one, if poſſible, facing a 


different way from each other: thus would 
they bear Teſtimony to the Immenſity, the 


Ubiquity, or Omnipreſence of the Deity 
wich whom they have to do; and under 
what more pertinent and awful Notion could 
they call upon him 2 


I a not ignorant, many ingenious, and, 
perhaps, not ill- meant Arguments have been 
deviſed in favour of one uniform Aſpect in 
the Service of God; but am humbly of 
opinion, were they all put together in the 
Ballance, the ſingle Idea of an omnipreſent 
Being, as above naturally ſuggeſted ro us, 


in point of Edification, would outweigh them 


in the Worſhip of Images indeed; or falſe 


Gods, 


all: nor can I ever hope to ſee more true 
Devotion and Decency than in a People 


* 


acting under a juſt Influence of this Concep- 


tion. I ſhall only farther add at preſent; 


Left | 


the ty 
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Moſbiping towards the EAST. 
Gods, to addreſs ourſelves more ways than 


Lone muſt (for Reaſons ſufficiently obvious) 


be a thing both indecent and abſurd; but 
tis the 1 and incommunicable Diſtin- 
ction of the Worſhip of the true God, that 
which way ſoever we turn, it will be a Cir- 
cumſtance by Nature perfectly indifferent. 


: * x 7 Men, ſays the Preacher, bave ſought Ecclef. vii. 
out many Inventions: So buſy and fruitful is 29. 


Fancy, that it has produced various Opini- 
ons, and various Parties on this very occaſi- 
on, as will abundantly appear to any one 
who will be at the pains to ſearch after them, 


TN worſhipine, ſays Pliny, * We turn about 
the <whole Body; and this Turn, we may 
learn from Plautus >, by the Romans was 
practiſed to the right : but, from Pliny again, 
that the Maſters of the Ceremonies in France 
did at the ſame time opine, the Motion to the 
Left had the more religious Caſt, and was 
conſequently the more orthodox Turn of 


F 
Bur waving the Deciſion of a Point of 
this Nicety and Moment in Theology, as 


* * 
1 2 . 1 
* W 


2 In adorando - -- -- totum Corpus circumagimus 3 
quod in lævam feciſſe Galliz religioſius credunt. Pain. 
Mass e no RR at . N 

b Ph. Quo me vertam neſcio. Pa. Si Deos ſalutas, 
dextravorſum cenſeo. Plaut. Curcul. Act. i. Sc. 1. viz. 
Ph. I know not which way to turn me. Pa. F yen are 
ir praying, to the right about I trop. | 


A 2 „ 
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4 DISQUISITION. apan\.- 
for the Determination of the 


a private Divine, I ſhall proceed np 0 


the nen of che N i IE þ 5: 


Truar Worthiping towards the Eaſt as 


a Cuſtom generally received by the eld Ro- 
mans, may appear from this general Maxim 


in their  Temple-Architedture, ** Zet "the 


ALTARS look towards the EasT. 


verend Author of their Archeologie, treating 
of their religious Affairs, tells us, Twas ay 
ancient Cuſtom among the Heathens to 4vorſhi 


 evith their Faces towards the EAST: and ina 


following Chapter cites the Greek * Scholiaft 
upon Pindar remarking, That 
wont to turn their Faces towards be AST 
when they prayed to the Gods, And our 


— 
* 
$- 


LACS I Las ak 1 _ oj vw, r ? 


e But that 1 may not 1 0 ane aids ſo Sacred 


an Aſſembly, by offering any thing beneath the Dignity 


4 their Conſideration, let me here appriſe the courteays 
eader —— By the Rubricks of the famous Maſs, in 
uſum Sarum, "the Prieſt is frequently enjoin'd to kiſs 
the Altar on the tight. Hand of the Sacrifice 3.1 
his Marginal Notes upon which. our ' nenerable Mar gf 
rologiſt very ſeriouſly demands — And why not on 
loft Hand as well? So that, for ought appears to mt, 
this may be ftill a moot Point in Divinity; a Pueftion 
ws which the Doctors, Chriſtian. as - well as Heathen, 
Vide Acts and Monuments Vol. III. fub- Init. 
where 40% oo hg be ſeen a Verbal Ti ranflation 5 the 4 
in er- + chr 4 5 
d Arz ſpectent ad — Firms, lib. iv. * alt. 
e The Ogi i is thus recorded by Mr. Selden de Synedr. 
ib 3. ver rag E1aTRAgs _— ret . 5 
ET learned 


to the Grecians before them, the Right Re- 


were 
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murſhiping towards the E Ag r. 


S 


learned Spencer i, than whom few ſeem to 


have been more vers d in Subjects of this 
Nature, obſerves in general of the yet more 
ancient Heathens, That to turn themſelves 
towards the E asT, upon their firſt Entrance 


into their Temples, was accounted by them a 


Ceremony: highly religious. 


Ax dp, if we go nearer, yet to the Foun- 
tains: of Antiquity, we ſhall find the ſame 
Practice in 
Nations, with whom we meet with an ex- 


e alſo amongſt the Oriental 


preſs Term to our preſent purpoſe, denot- 


ing the Point of the Heavens towards which 


they directed their divine Worſhip. This 


they called their KE AVA; for my. firſt No- 
tice whereof I own myſelf indebted to the 
ineſtimable Labours of that truly valuable 


Antiquary the late worthy. Dean of Nor- Cones. 
wich, in his moſt curious and entertaining 217.74. 


Diſcourſe of the SzcT of the Macians, 
whoſesK EBL. a, he tells us, was theRis1NnG 


Ed 


Sun, i. e. (as he explains himſelf) they al- 
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| 22 ſt primum Templi introitum, Ceremonia ye- 


| apud Ethnicos antiquiores haberetur, 


De Leg. Heb. Rit. p. 845. Ed. Cantab. 1685. | 

8 Keblah, Kebleh, or Kibleh, an Arabick Term, 
that properly fignifies the Place tewards which they turn, 
3 15 hath or ought to have before him, &c. Diction. 
Sacr. And that notable Linguift, Mr. John Gregory, 
tells us. += In the holy Way the E-asT is called Kedem, 
i, g. (be Face; --- the” indeed Kedem properly fignifieth 
not the Face, but that which is before the Face, and is the 
Jams tyith: Kibla in the Arabick. Notes &c.. upon ſome 
Paſſages of Scripture, p. 81+ Ed. Lond. 165. 

FF ce „„ 


80 &c. 
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Lib. I. 


P. 177. 


AT DISQUISITION: 


ways worſhiped with their” Faces rewards: the 
EasT: which alſo was obſerved of old: by 


—— whom _ n ere o 1 os 
| Hiſtory. : 


AND indeed 5 enscediag ancient this 
Cuſtom muſt needs have been, we may 
eaſily infer from what Dean Prideaux, upon 
his firſt mention of the Magians, informs 
us, viz, That in the Times, - whereof he 
is there f peaking, All the Idolatry of the 
World was divided between two Sefts. But I 


much queſtion whether we are yet at the 


Source, or firſt Riſe of the Cuſtom now 
enquired after; nay, Jam rather ſatisfied 
wwe muſt allow it an N Origin! 


F ROM the firſt Sects of Idolatry Hon 


let our next Step be to the firft Object of it, 


which, by the general Concurrence of an- 
cient and modern Authors, was the Sun. 


Sanchoniatbon, ſpeaking of the Worſhip the 


Phenicians and Egyptians- (whom . -he ſtiles 
the oldeſt of Mortals) paid to the Sun, tells 


= — 2 bis God they accounted ſole Lord of Hea- 


i And Plato writes of the firſt Inhabi- 
* of Greece - - They held the Sun, c. 
to be the only Gods : bt that the very name 


Ons, e Was originally e fon. %, to. 


mt 


1 8 


— — 
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h Türe, Oe cfeqer ov hop, . x- 
vvbyrsg, & igt rab Pods neg; n pad Euſeb. lib. 
1. de Præp. Evang. cap. 9. 


baer frei 6s are, 1 Baal, eee, 


Holes bens if du, &c. Plato in ae 


— run, alluding to the' conſtant : Courſes performed 


imuſhiping towards the E As r. 


by the beuvenly Bodies. Ludovicus- Cappellus 
4 declares his Opinion, The moſt ancient 
Idolatry of all ſeems. to: have been that of 'the 
Sun: with whom * Voſſius, u Stilling fleet, 
s Gal * Furien, b do entirely accord, 
iii WY EYE oO] X51 1 


"Suck e we had not theirs dank 
rity. to warrant our Belief yet, as we have 


nothing to the contrary in the Records a 
holy Writ, the very Reaſonableneſs, 


Probability of chel Badner befadtz sed 


an Evidence in the Caſe. That Mankind is 
naturally prone:to- Superſtition and Idolatry, 


ſo as to | worſhip and ſerve the Creature even 


more than the Creator, is a Truth but too 
re RT the Experience of all wy as 


—_ — 1 m4 _ 4 __ 8 . 
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« Que (viz, Solis Adoratis) omnium prima & RY 
ain videtur fuiſſe Idololatria: Annotat. apud Crit. 


Sacr. Vol. IX. Col. 3837. 
f Nemp: ut paulatim ab uno veroque Numine receſſit 
Genus umanum; ita ſenſim, & quaſi gradibus quibuſ- 


dam, y. neee cepit inerementa: primum Soli divinus 


obtigit Honos; quia nihil eo ſenſibus noſtris vel conſpi - 


cuum magis vel acceptum. JV of de Theol. Gentil. 4, * 
5. 330. 


m The Worſhip of the Sun was, as far as we can „ ew, 


the great and moſt early Idolatry ef the E oftern. C mt 


tries. Orig., Sacr. 4% 1662. p. 44. 

n The Supreme Objef (of natural Theology ) was, fir 
the moſt. part, ſome Planetary 18 ; Jr the Sun alone. 
Court, of the Gentiles, Part I. p. 2 y 

o Monſieur. Juricu, Haring 7 far. the "Anciqui 'y 
of the Chaldeans, concludes, Or il eſt certain auſſi, que 


plus ancien Culte des Chaldeens c* Etoit celui du, 


Soleil: — des Dares Se. p. 29 SUN” ln 


Rom. i. 2 


apologize for, and even excuſe the Idolatry 


Expreſſion --- 


n F * 2 * 7 R 5 A 
** . 


engaged their 
Devotion may be held more than probable, 
if we conſider only its Appearance and Ef. 

Tux former was incomparably the moſt 
glorious of all their Eyes beheld; inſomuch 
that on this account alone the S u x is juſtly 
enough ſaid by our Poet to- look Ble the 
God of the new: World: and by the divine 
ſsly aſſerted to be nad 0 
rule by Day: Holy Jeb mentions the very 
Sight of it as a v Temptation; and Moſes as 
prulfion to adore it. Nor ſhall we 


o 
* 
1 

A ; 


'S 


a d Com 
find the © Effects of the Sun, if we conſider 
its Uſefulneſs to Mankind, leſs glorious than 


its Appearance, or leſs attractive of Adora. 


tion: So that ſome have been ready to 
oſ 


e 
1 


: „ $ 


l bebeld the 8 un when it ſvined-- and my Heart 
bath been ſecretly inticed. Job xxxi. 26, 279. 
4 Leaft thou lift up thine Eyes ta Heaven, and when 


thou feeſt the Sun, &c. ſpouldeſt be driven to worſvip then. 


Deut. iv. 16. AY BY 
r Voſſius, eating of the Benefits of Light only, has thi: 
| — een divinam * 

dunt. De Orig. t. Iolatr. lib. ii. p. 3114. 
r And Moree jurien ſtraplir not to affirm, De toutes 
les Erreurs il n'y en a pas une qui ſoit plus ſupportable, 
que celle de ceux qui ont pris le Soleil pour une Dieu; 


ear cet Aſtre eſt fi beau, fi plein des Traits de la Divinits, 


qu* on à bien pũ facilement prendre la Copie pour TOri- 


There 


A DISQUISITION fon = 
g. well as St. Paul's; 'and-that of all the Works 
ol the Creation, ihe Sun firſt 


noſtra 
add, th 
dicial. . 
among 

of 22 
the Hy 
"ery 0 
an univ: 
Polit 
directly 
(an rati 
Part I. 


* 


a Y% 


vn towards the Pur, 


of the firſt Race of Men towards this great 
and excellent Luminary. As they ſenſibly 
received from the Sun thoſe ineſtimable Be- 
nefits of Light, Heat, and the Production 
of the Fruits ef the Earth, (their then Sub. 
rare, we may reaſonably imagine, that, 
where Revelation or Reflexion did not ſuf- 
ficiently interpoſe,” twas by the Su all 
things appeared to them to live, nove, and 
bade their Being; that juſt Foundation of di- 


vine Honour and Homage which the A. Ads xvii. 


279 


poſtle ſo elegantly aſeribes to God himſelf: 28. 


their crime therefore was the more pardon- 
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There may be farther alſo offered in their” behalf, the: 


Confideration of the Influence which the Heavenly Bodies 
lade apo the human, | with reſpect to The Diſtempers 
hereto: they, are ſubjed ; Fd this it ſeems Phy{ccians were 
rery apprebenſive from the. Beginning. One 4 2 greateſt 
of the preſent Age tells un, the very firſt Writers (ultimi 
Scriptores) : Ibe Fatutty are full of it, and what his 
n Opinion is may be ſeen from the Title of his Books: 
De imperio Solis, &c. and what he engages to fhew in Bis 
fi Entrance upon his Subject; viz. Solis ' Lattzque 
curſum, pro variis eorum Stationibus, varie Corpora 
noſtra afficere. To fbi, I think,” we need only farther” 
add, . the Hoppe befe ' of that moſt ancient Science. of Ju- 
dicial, Aftrology which Mr. Gale tells us began to flayriſh 
«mongft the Chaldeans and Egyptians even in the Beginning 
of Idolatry: and concludes in. theſe words If we grant 
the Hypothefis rohich Fudicial _Aftrologers base to this 
rery Day contended for; that theſe Celeftial Badies have 


E 7 


an univerſal Influence, not only on natural Bodies, but alſo 
on Politick States, yea, on the Spirits of Men, and that 
directly; this, I ſay, being granted, I cannot ſee how we” 
can rationally deny them + De 

Part I. p. 219. | EE n 
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4 DISQUISITION»apay. 


. my Point, as che Sux was, upon this 
account the moſt pardonable, I ſee no rea- 
ſon but that we may conclude it was alſo 
the moſt A e W _ mera of: Ido- 
_ in the: World. 


Twas | ing a rd * Fo. re 
Cuſtom of worſhiping towards the Eaſt was 


an original Cuſtom with the  Worſhipers | 


of the SUN, and conſequently coeval, at 
leaſt; with Idolatry itſelf, will be eaſily ſup- 
poſed: for what more natural in — a 


Caſe than for Men to. ſalute the Return of 


their Cod; to wait for bis Upriſing; (as the 
modern Phraſe is) to attend his ' Levee ; to re- 
verence bis Appearance; and to be ready 10 
pay their C ourt the Moment be Preſents rinſe ? 


WI miſt allow then the Cuſtom of wor- 
thiping towards the EAasT is founded in 
Reaſon. and Nature, with reſpect to all that 
worſhiped the Sun: And as that Worſhip be- 
came the moſt univerſal of all other, ſpread- 
itſelf by degrees into every Nation un- 
der the Sun (for, ſays one, the Univer/e is his 
Temple f) no wonder this Cuſtom, which a- 


roſe from the ſame Fountain, ſhould run 


the ſame Courſe, and become univerſal al- 
| ſo; whence, no doubt, have we the Proverb 

in uſe to this Day, - - All the World 2 8 19 
the ads SUN. A De | 
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v A, 


n E n 


* Mundus univerſus elt en lola Ae, 2 
Bur 


. ll. cap. 22. 


quacu 
rentur 


416. ü. 


UT 


PETTY 
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Warſbiging towards the EAST. 


Bur, as it is ſeen in many other Caſes, 


when once Reaſon has made a Cuſtom, that 


Cuſtom ſhall maintain itſelf without the Aſſiſtance 
of Reaſon, and perhaps in Defiance to it; ſo 
may it appear in the preſent Caſe: for in 


Conſequence of the general, and indeed na- 
tural, Rule by me laid down in the En- 
trance of this Diſcourſe, that, in worſhiping 
every one ſhould addreſs himſelf towards the 
Deity be adores, it being become cuſtomary 
for all the Adorers of the Riſing-Sun to 
worſhip towards the 'EasT, it became, by 
degrees, cuſtomary alſo, with Men at their 
Devotion, till to direct their Worſhip the ſame 
Way, tbo' the Sun were got into | ſome other 


Quarter of the Heavens, or they were adoring, 


oz 


fome other Deity. 


| Tris I find to have been the Sentiment 
of two very learned Men, who have touch d 
upon this Subject before me, and ſtand a- 


bove cited in this Diſcourſe: The Words of 
the firſt may be thus tranſlated: I is 
very likely the Cuſtom was very ancient, and 
bad its beginning with the firſs Idolatry of the 


Sun; viz. for Men to worſhip it generally as it 


roſe, and ſo, whenever they were about any 


Devotion to turn themſelves towards the EASr. 


** — 
* 9 
— 
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f Valde autem veriſimile eſt, perantiquum etiam eſſe, 
& fortaſſe a primis Solaris Cultũs temporibus morem eum 
proveniſſe, ut præcipuè colerent Solem orientem, ac, 
quocunque etiam tempore, ad Orientem converſi preca- 
rentur e Voſtius de Origine & Progreſſu Idololatriæ. 
lib. ii. p. 320. Ed. Amt. 1641. gr 


B 2 The 


It 


12 


The other Paſſage 
rendered as follows: Beſides theſe. Places | 
obere they worſhiped the SUN, without doubt 
they worſhiped it alſo in all their Temples, and 
in all their otber places of : abode, at its coming 
above the Horizon; and THENCE came the 
Quſtom always to turn: themſelves towards the 


: we qv _— 
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referred to I have literally 


EAs r, in all the Sages me wer 1 the 


* 


Sou 3 — e wich to 
this general Rule; but it will ſoon appear 
to any one conſulting the Point, That thus 
to worſhip towards the EasT was the com- 
mon, tho not conſtant, Cuſtom of the Hea- 
then World, from the firſt Entrance of Lao- 
latry into it: But as that is an Occurrence 
that bears no Date, ſome ſuppoſing it be- 
fore, ſome not till after the Flood, we 
cannot be exact as to the preciſe time when 
it began; nor, conſequently. as to the Be- 
ginning of the ſo much celebrated religious 


Cuſtom, which is the Subject of our preſent 
Enquiry; for tho! I humbly conceive, it has 
been evidently ſhewn, not to be at all infe- 


rior in Antiquity to Idolatry itſelf ; yet be- 
a chis I malle not en to trace it, 


— 


2 * — 


3 


t Outre ces lieux, dans leſquels on adoroit le r 
fans doubte ils Padoroient dans touts leurs Temples, & 
dans toutes leur demeures, lors qu'il ſortoit de deſſus 
FHorizon: . & de lä eſt venue la Codtume de ſe 
tourner toũijours du cote. de Orient dans tous les Sacri- 
fces qui ſe faiſoient aux Dieux celeſtes. H. Fete eritique 


„ A T 
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Worſhiping towards the Ews r. 


Ar the ſame time I am not unappriſed,- 


with what Vehemence a certain learned Aca- 


demick, of no ſmall Fame in his Generation, 
has contended; The whole World, even from 


Adam down to Abraham's time, worſhiped to- 
wards the FE. AST; that it was an original, prin- 
capal, and ought to have been an everlaſting 
Ceremony; but that, 
and Chaldean Warſhipers, it having degenerated 
into an Idolatry to the 8 u x, Abraham, by the 
Inftinft- ofs God, appointed out the Weſt to his 
Hebrews; and that therefore tbe Tabernacle 
and Temple were ſet towards that Side of Hea- 


ven, God in the mean time ſeeming to leave bis 


miſtaken Place in the EAs T: And theſe 


truly are Notions that do- not want. their, 


Admirers at this Day; but as, in the main, 
they appear to me to be grounded only 
upon 'Talmudick Fables, and Arabian Tales, 
or what (in one Senſe of the Word indeed) 


we may call Comments on the Bible, I ſhall, 


+= 


— — 


u Mr. John Grego \ ſometime of Chriſt Church in Ox- 


ford, in his Notes and Obſervations above cited. p. 84. Who 


had alſo well nigh finiſh'd a particular Treatiſe upon the pre- 


ent Subject, and under the ſame Title, viz. ALKIBLA, 
i. e. The Kibla, whereto he refers us p. 19. but this learn- 
ed Tract, it ſeems, was loſt, which the Editor of his Works, 


in the acount of his Life prefix d, laments in this patbetict 
Manner Aud here, Reader ! I cannot but drop a Tear 
for the loſs of that his excellent Piece, entituled by himſelf 


ALKIBLA: in which Traf, with very great Fudgment.. 


and Learning, he vindicated the Antiquity of Eaſtrvard A- 


 doration, as far beyond an Altar or a Crucifix, (the 


Romiſh Bounds) as the Flood precedes in time theſe ſuper- 
fRlitious Diftinions of the Chriſtian: Which gallant Re- 
futaticn of the Popiſh Error, I the rather mention, 2 


by an Error of the Perſian 


+ 


A DISQUISITION upon 


for the preſent, leave them as I'found them, 
and the rather, becauſe they will more pro- 


perly offer themſelves to Examination here. 


r 


I pour not but God, by his own gra- 
cious Appointment, was worſhiped of our 
firſt-farhers before any other Being; yet 
can I ſee no juſt Grounds, either in Reaſon 
or Record, that ſhould induce them, in'their 
Adoration of him, to turn towards the E as r, 
more than towards any other Quarter in the 
Heavens. | 


Fo x, firſt, as to the Reaſon, or Nature 


of the Thing, (as I have above hinted) it 
ſeems to me an Abſurdity to imagine that 
he, who is by Nature equally in all Places, 
ſhould be more eſpecially in any one Place, 
or that we ſhould fancy him ſo to be, 
without any ſenſible Appearance of it, Our 


reat * Spencer, I muſt confeſs, ſeems 


to declare his Opinion, That were it left to 
the Judgment of Men to decide which way 
God ſhould be worſhiped, the E AST would cer. 
tainly have the Preference: And I am the 
more ſurpriſed at it, becauſe he delivers 
this Opinion in the midſt of a Difcourſe, the 
main Scope whereof is to ſhew, That the 


* — « 
* Lan... 
— - 


x Siquid humano Judicio, in Sede vel Throno Numinis 
eligendo, tribuendum eſſet; Homines proculdubio æquo 


EK decoro multo magis convenire judicarent, ut Deus (qui 
Lux eſt & Lucem inacceſſam habitat) in loco aliqua verſus 

Orientem habitaret : &7c. De Leg. Heb. Rit. p. 846. 
| | Ancients 


Waorſbiping towards the E As r. 
Ancients (who by ſome are thought to have 
had the uſe of Reaſon, nor does any thing 


appear to the contrary, but that they were 


left free to follow it in this particular,) did 
certainly worſnip towards the WEST: but I 
ſhould be ſtill more ſurpris'd had not the 
learned Doctor introduced this his Obſerva- 
tion with a Siguid bumano Fudicio. triduendum 
et, were any regard to be had to Man's 
Judgment in the Cafe ; whereby to me he 
ſeems fairly to yield, he was not certain, af- 
ter all, Reaſon could determine any thing 
in the Matter. | l 


Ad if Recourſe be had to Revelation; a 
Man, unleſs he be throughly devoted to 


the Caufe, and of a ſanguine Conſtitution 


into the Bargain, will meet with little En- 


couragement (as far as I can ſee) to believe, 


that this Zaſtward' Adoration was originally of 
God: for, in a word, tis the very reverſe 


of that practisꝰd in hg own Houſe: for God, 


in the Temple, having made choice of the 


. 
o 
4 4 
; 
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* 


Weſt-End wherein to manifeſt his own Re- p. 217. 


ſidence, this (as Dean Prideaux obſer ves) be- 
came the K EBL A of the Jews, and all that 
entered into the Temple to worſhip God, did it 
with their Faces to the W xs T : nor was any 
thing a greater Offence to his People, than the 
contrary 


Poſture; as is evident from that chap. viii. 


remarkable Paſſage of Ezeliel, where men- 8,16. 


tion is made of the Abomination of 25 Men 


ſtanding in the Court of the Lord's Houſe 


with their faces towards the E as T: for which. 
rg T4, -o4 ge 


A DISQUISITION' 40 


«bi ſupra very Reaſon (as the Dean / obſerves)” They 


were looked upon as Apoſtates that had changed 


ſhip of the M a 61, i. e. the Idolatry of the Sun. 


To prevent which alſo we find Mo/es, in his 
Time, cautioning the Mraelites in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, not ſo much as to look up to 
Heaven itſelf in their Devotions; and holy Fob, 
who diſputes Antiquity with' Moſes, and even 
with Abrabam himſelf, diſclaims the Practice 
now before us a Crime: V, ſays he, I be 
held tbe Sun when it ſhin d; i. e. (as both the 


y TheAuthorityof fo competent a Judge in the Caſe I choſe 
to lay in fight, the better ta obviate an Objection, which 
may here ariſe; viz. That the Crime, charged by the Pro- 
pbet on the 25, | Perſons afereſaid, was, not fimply wor ſhip- 
ing towards the EAs r, but worſhiping the Sun towards 
the EAST; that therefore, not the Poſture, but Obje## of 


their Worſhip was the Abomination: To which I repij, 


tas both the. one and the other: and to what. is ſaid 4. 


bove, T ſhall only defire to have added, - - - Firſt, That it 


ras (which alſo has been alreadpnoted) a received Opinion 
amongſt the Fews, that in oppofition to the Hdolatry of the 


Sun, their Father Abraham :taught them, by the Directi- 


on of God himſelf, to evorfoip. towards the WEST; nq 


eponder therefore that by them a Change in the Poſture of 


| Devotion was regarded as a Change in Religion: Again; that 


it was with the Fews a Notion (as in due place alſo will” 


| peer) current eren to a Proverb, That the Majelty of 
od was in the Weſt: which certainly, within the Courts 


e tbe Temple, could not be denied them; for any Perſon 


therefore There ts turn his Fare to the EAST, muff have 


been in common Conſtruction to turn his Buct to God: an 
/a might be literally termed, what the learned Dean ſtiles 
it, an APOSTAC I tbe ver dy pies of which, right 


er wrong, is ABOMINATION enough with the 


* 


People, and *with the Prophets, of all Religions even to 


this Day! ; 


 Syriack 
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ctam t. 
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ſpectare 


 Worſhiping towards the EAST. 
Syriack and Arabick expreſs it) at its Ap: 


n ; 


pearing or Riſing : as who ſhould fay - -- If © 4 


Bur notwithſtanding this early and open 
Oppoſition from the Servants of the true 
God, in time the EasT prevail'd; and, 
by degrees, became the moſt general fa- 
vourite K EBL A of all the idolatrous Part of 
Mankind ; and thus it ſtood triumphant in 
the Reign of Auguſtus ; Ceſar, during which 
Dr. Spencer produces a very expreſs Evi- 
dence, * that 1h the tontrary was indeed the 
more primitive Cuſtom, This, by the Humour of 
ſucceeding Ages, at length obtained to be the Cu- 
tholick Practice: which alſo was ſufficiently 
implyed by that general Rule for Altar- 
Building àbove- cited from the Architect 
Vitruvius, who flouriſhed under the ſame 
Emperour, and who again tells us, There 
ſeemed to be a Neceſſity for placing all the Al: 
tars f the Gods towards the EAST, 


Ax p here give me leave only farther to 
obſerve, before J proceed, that we may al- 
ſo trace back this Eaſtern Poſition of Altars, 
as far as the Reign of, that moſt renowned 


8 2 2 . 


— 
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2 His, in majorem rei fidem, Hygeni diſertum ſubne- 
dam teſtimonium: ---Antiqui Architecti in Occidentem | 
Templa ſpectare, recte ſeriplerunt: poſtea placuit omnem 
Religionem ed convertere, ex qua parte Cceli Terra illu- 
minatur: De Leg. Heb. Rit. p. $45. © Vamos =, 

* Aras omnes 3 neceſſe eſſe videatur ad Orientem ' 
ſpectare : De Archit. lib. 8 5 . 


"104 es 
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Vid. Con- Nd and Pope of the Mag gicans, Zorodfter; 


nect. p. 
1 


ibe Atar, and 155 2 


the ſame time, th 


towards both : a ” in migh 
Prideaux) they always per > ms every Part 
20 5 farther he tells us, 


of their Worſhip : 
. That ta wor 


e 0 


. of that « Set ; 
in left an 


it may juſtly enough be ſaid, the WorLp 
it gone after them: for my. preſent purpoſe 
it may ſuffice to have recourſe only (once 
again) to the Romans, in the Period and 
e laſt refert'd to in Vitruvius, where- 


Paſſag 


in he tells us, there was an apparent Neceſſity, 

all the Altars of the Gods fhould look toward; 
grounds upon this, viz. 
That ſo People at their Devotion might at once 
_adgreſs themſelves towards the ALTAR and 
LAST. | 


the Eaft ; which he 


the 


A 


1 their 


who ſo, ordered the matter, chat Al, who 
came to worſhip, might approach them on the 
Meſt. Side; that: ſo having . their Faces toward: 
My rifi Ying 5 Sun at 


Works 


re, (adds Dean 


before the Sun was not a new 


n but the antient Jage 


o, as it falls out, have here- 
mple, with reſpect to which 


Tnus then ſtood the Caſe when our bleſ 
——_ ü. ſed Saviour came upon Earth to turn me 


from idols to ſerve the living and true God 
and, indeed, with me he needs no othe 


Proof of his Divinity than his miraculou: 


Succeſs in this particular: 


— 


„ 


But tho? the 


— 


— 


— 


* 


a Et ita Vota i denne contueantur 5 ag & 'Orien 
tem Cali: Vier. ubi. ſup”. 


Heathen 
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;. I Heathens, did reject their Gods, they retain · 
aſter; ¶ ed their Keblaz. at leaſt it was ſoon re. 
who I trieved, and became mor e generally receivd 
1 1h: after, than before, the Era of Chriſt for 
brei the convert Jews, Who were of them that 
un at had, moſt ſignaliy oppoſed it, . henceforth 
%% gave up their Point; ſo thar from chis 
Dean Quarter came a conſiderable Reinforcement 
Part to the Obſervers of the Eaſtern Mode: which 
s us, therefore was ſo far from receiving any check 
+ new upon this great Revolution in Religion, that 
Vage from this very time may. we moſt properly 
od ; tx ö R 
re- date its univerſal, Prevalence or Reception, 
which For I ſuppoſe no man, who,pretends to have 
Arp looked into the Antiquities of the Church, 
rpoſeſſi will deny that worſhiping towards the E asT 
(onceſſ was a very early and very general Cuſtom in 
andſſ the ſame: Of this we need no other Argu- 
here · ment than the frequent mention made of it by the 
lit), moſt antient Chriſtian Authors D: Tertullian in 
war particular, who flouriſhed in the ſecond Cen- 
VIZ. tury, acknowledges, Chriſtians were then, 
at once on this very account, taken for Worſhipers 
and of the. S UN <, But as this was an Imputa- 
tion they utterly. diſclaimed, and aſſigned 
many. other Reaſons for their Practice, I 
ſhall produce about half a Score of ſuch as 


were moſt current in the primitive Times, or 


have fince been thought original. Thor to 


b Nos fatemur haud inviti vetuſtifimum in Eccleſia 
Chriſtiani fuiſſe Ritum, cum illius mentio fiat ab anti- 
quiſſimis Patribus: Gerbardi Loc. de extremo Tudicio. . 60. 
. e Inde ſuſpicio, quod innotuerit Nos ad Orientis Regi- 
Ori onem pretari: Apol. 16. p. 688. Folio,” Ed. Parif- 1580. 
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1ers 2 mly happy in eir choice 
. and Arg therefore, 
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— 


of che ſaid 


A . Sith all dutiful Submiſtion, take the Liberty 


| Ye, De Enquiry, Part ii. | He * 


to make ſome brief Obſervations thereupon, 


asT proceed: and that. may be the leſs ob- 


0 to the Imputation, either of ignorant - 


ly miſapf e, or wilfully mifrepreſent- 
in the Senſe of the Fathers on this occaſion, 


all chuſe to expreſs. it in the Words of 


fuch of our approved Authors, as have been 


moſt juſtly celebrated for their Learning, 


| Judgment, and Integrity; nor do I conceive 


neceſſary (ſince my utmoft. Ambition is 
not a full Margin) to trauble my Reader, or 
myſelf, with making many more References, 
than what Wa have Egg © pad to our 
Hands. 


. ** * 


typ IR 87, n tis alleg d the rimitive 


' Chriſtians prayed towards the Eas ; Becauſe 


the EAST is a Title given to Chriſt in the Old 
| Teſtament ; for which they cite Zech. vi. 12. 
which, from the Se agint,, they tranſla- 
ted, Bebold the ' whoſe name is the 


EAs 4, But this Tranflation of theirs the 
accurate Author of that moſt excellent Trea- 


tiſe, entitled An Enquiry into the Con- 
Pitution &c. of the Primitive Church, clear- 
ly ſhews tg have been a Miſtake, ariſing 


from the om nds of 4 Greek Word, « and 


* a 32 . 2 4. $4 „* 


1 ” 281 p 2 '* warn r * * 9 rs 4 
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7-6 Jukia 8 Cent. 2. A 9527 3 | 1 
ne *AveeToAN dete WITS. og. cum ' Tryph., p. 334 


the 


the: Fathers not err 2 ; 


Hebrew, which ought to have 


as in our own Tranſlation it is, the Bren. þ 4 


and not the EAS T. To what this moſt; 


A Writer has there obſeryed, 1 fall on- ; : . 
ly add, in Vindication of our EMI BE, | 


that by thus rendering the Text, it has made 
it exactly to accord with the foregoing Pro- 


phecies on the occaſion both in Jeremiah and 


Iſaiah. Bebold the days come, faith the Lord, 


that I will raiſe unto David @ righteous branch: Jer er. xxl 


And there ſhall come a rod out of the ſtem of 


Jeſſe, (ſaith Jaiab) and a branch ſhall. gr pow tb. xi. 1, 


out of his RooTs. --- Thus is the 


mony of the Prophets preſerved: And FU 


doubt not but our old Tranſlators had ſome 
regard, in their pious Labours, to the Har- 
mony of Senſe alſo; which (under Correcti- 


on) in the preſent Caſe may be likewiſe 
much better preſerved, by affirming of a 


BrANCH, that (not to ſay any thing of Root 
and Stem) it ſhall be brought forth ; that it foall 
grow up; that it ſhall be raiſed: and projper 3 


than by predicating (pardon me for once a 


Logical Term) the ſame Things of the 
EAsT B > which, I muſt confeſs, I am not 
yet Philoſopher enough to ee to 5 
a Vegetable. : | 


"Te then the Fans Tan be 2 to 


fail, the Superſtructure of the F athers muſt fall 
on courſe: for I cannot ſuppoſe them ſo ab- 
ſurd as to have argued; Do not the Pro- 


' phets = our Saviour the BR ancn? There- 
fore do we worſhi Ip towards the EAST: Nor, 


ory 


a 
1 
i 
1 
1 


indeed, does there appear to me any cogent 


— -DI JLSQUISITION apon, - 


Inference in the Caſe, if we admit the other 


Pranſlation; for our Saviour calls - himſelf. 
. the Door: but what then, may not a Man 
- ſay his Prayers at Church without _ 

5 out at che Porch? | 


=p might * be, I ſuppoſe, of no 
= formidable Conſequence, -tho'. it were 
true, which the Rational Pluſtrator (as he 


ſtiles himſelf) of the Book of Common- 
"pes affirms, viz. -+ in Zecb. iii. 8. and 
Vi. 12, The Meſſiah is called the BRANCH; 


and in Luk. i. 78. The Day-Spring-; in all 


Da 


wphich. Places the: original Words; ſignify. the 
EAsr, and are ſo rendered in all other Verſions 
of the Bible. Ifay, - - - If this Aſſertion were 
as true, as tis poſitive, it would not be ex- 
ceedingly to the Purpoſe. - -- But this in- 
genuous Gentleman, I doubt not, when he 
has once conſulted the ſaid Originals and 


Verſions with his own Eyes, will take a Te 


per opportunity to let the World know, he 

was a little over credulous in the matter . But, 
to cloſe my Obſervations upon this proto- 
primitive Reaſon for worſhiping towards 


the E As r, I cannot bur profeſs; Glad am 1, 
| that no pagan SO of old happened to 


PI 2T7Y MY 


Irin 77 * 


© How 225 more N has Tacitus expreſſed. Aer 
en Fs: ow of this ſo miſtaken Tac ee Pluribus 


PERS.U ASI O- inera?, antiquis Sacerdotum Literis 
contineri, . eo ipſo tempore fore, ut valeſceret ORENS; | 


I. e. Many were under a Perſuaſion ; or, there was « very 


Gele 428855 get * them, That: &e; Hiſt, Lib. v. 


e | diſcover | 
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he ſhines thro' it: 


— towards the Fas r. 
diſcover the weak Side of it; 


A $xconD Reich in Point of Time, 


which I meet with for Chriſtians worſhiping 
towards the EasT'is this, viz. Becauſe of the Si- 
militude of the Riſing of the Sun, with our Spiri- 


tual Ariſing out of the Darkneſs 258 * = 
Corruption. * 


Bur if the Sin, e to modem 


Syſtems, ſhould happen not to riſe at all, 
there then can be no more Similitude or Re- 
ſemblance betwixt our Caſe and his, than 
betwixt Riſing and not Riſing. Beſides, ſup- 
I have no Notion, how 
the Sun ſhould be in Darkneſs, and therefore 
can as little conceive how he ſhould riſe out 
of it; whenever he is, is Day, himſelf is Day: 
For if the Sun were benighted as oft as we 


poſe the contrary: 


are, whence has the Moon her Brightneſs ? 


By all moderate People therefore it may be 

f hoilahe a lirtle hard, 
ſuppoſed to ſhine upon the Earth, unleſs 
And for us to make 


the Sun cannot be 


* * 1 UE ACTED” * — 
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f Clem, Alex. Cent. i U., Strom. Lib. vii. p. 520. See 
The Enguiry, Part 2. p 20. 


an Doctors do not 


= 


23 
| with whac 
Triumph and'Infult would ſuch an one have 
"cried out - The Chriſti 
underſtand the ſacred Books themſelves, **which 
contain the Myſteries and Principles of their own 
Profeſſion 3 but are as wide in their Notions from - 
the” true Senſe and Interpretation of them, 8 
. EARTH from' Hraven! 
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24 A DISQUISITION won. 
2 this moſt reſplendent: of all the Heavenly de 
== Bodies, which has ſhone from the Creation of + 
* the World, and will ſhine on to the Confla- 
gration of it, a daily Emblem of our riſing P 
out of Darkneſs, is making ſuch an Emblem ic 
as might puzzle the ingenious Mr. Quarles 
himſelf, (upon ſecond Thoughts) to find out FT 
the Reſemblance: at leaſt, if this be the the 
Caſe, we need not ſcruple to apply to it Pa 
that old Obſervation I have ſomewhere- met bu 
with in Rhetorick, nibil eft in rerum Na- it; 
turd unde S 1 1L E duci non poteſt; viz. At M. 
this Rate there is nothing in Nature, but may anc 
© ſerve to mate an EMBLEM. ft MS 


to Orig” A THIRD Reaſon aſſigned is To de- ma 
. _ „ note our Diligence in the Service of God, in being tha 
1 * more forward to ariſe and ſet about it, than the | £01 
| | Sun to run bis Courſe. But here again, if the mig 
Sun move not, it can be no great Merit to }| fee! 
be ſtirring before him; and if he does move, |} {cls 
it can be no ſmall Vanity to boaſt of out- do- ſibl 
ing him. The Prophane perhaps would think 
it no more than a primitive Gaſconade. But this || 1 
Reaſon has a Text to it: but it happens to || the 
Wiſd. xvi. be an Apocryphal one, and that too quite fo- 
28. regin tothe purpoſe, as will appear to any the 
one, who will take the Pains to conſider the 
genuine Senſe of it; not forgetting that the | — 
Author was a Jew, i. e. a Man of a quite 
contrary Kebla, *Tis a Reaſon alſo, which On 
to me ſeems to ſavour of the poetick Hypo- Cb, 
iz. That when the Sun ſet, he put I Vol. 
up his Steeds, went to bed, and ſometimes f 
Joi in the Lap of Tethys. In ha 2 has 
= The 8 


it; ſo natural 


AJ, n ir . 
. * * * * 
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Warſhiping towards the E. AST. 


A. par: ſee how. this Nation can give any 
ghoſt y. . Conſolation, unleſs to 7 ur early 
iſers — — z the firſt Glance of Sunſhine 
ſpoils the Conceit, and 4 very Spirit a 
it vaniſhes with the Morn. 


A FOURTH Reaſon given is, . That 
the EasT is the moſt honourable and excellent 
Part of the World. And I do not at all doubt 


but this moſt 1 Reaſon came out of 


and the pleaſanteſt Inſtance I have met withal, 

is am that moſt excellent Eaſtern Na- 
tion the Chineſe, who have, time out of mind, 
maintained, #0 other Country produces Men 


that ſee with doth Eyes. Yet ſame again are - 


to think, They, of all People on the Ear 
might have held their Tong ues, ſince they 
ſeem to look a little 1 j them 
ſelves; and, thanks to Nature, we have vi- 
ſibly our Eyes as wide e as cheirs. . 


EI why, in particular, is the EAST 


the moſt honourable and excellent Part of 


the Creation? viz. Becau/e it is the Seat, ſay 
the F Wen of Light and FRO. 


pO - 
. x * 
. 


W 


5 Orig. de Orts See the Enquiry, ubi fupra: Item 
Quæſtiones ad Orthodox. 2 118. See Dr. Cave's Prim. 
Chriſt. Part I. p. 288. And Mr. Bingham's Antiquities, 
Vol. V. Pag. 278. Item S. Aug. li. ü. de Ser. Dom. 
in Monte, cap. v. de quo vide Biſhop er 's Rationale 
per 1 DE: p. 28. 


what 


a Prejudice in the Minds of 
25 is the Preference of their own Country; 
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ns ' 2 DISQUISITION # upon 


what will Peoples Anti tipodel Fay t to this, 
with whom the Sun ſets as its a to them, 


and riſes as it ſets to them? I readily grant 


the SUN to be the Fountain, at leaſt: to 
Mankind, of Light ana. Brightneſs ; but 
am not apprehenſive our EasT, excluſive of 
it, has any more Light, or Brightneſs, than 
any other Quarter under the Heavens. 


Bur there: ſeems not to have been a Rea- 
ſon more generally embraced and profeſſed by 
the Fathers *, than what I ſhall now men- 
tion in the fifth Place : viz. That the E AST 

was the Place of Paradiſe, our antient Habi- 
tation and Country, which we loſt in the firſt 
Adam by the Fall, and to which we hope to be 
reſtored again, as to our native Abode and Reſt 
in the ſecond Adam, Chriſt our Saviour. Theſe 
_ Conſiderations, I ſay, are an Argument for 
Eaſtward Adoration which has been graced 
by many of the greateſt Names in Chriſtian 


— 


B v T, pace tantorum Vi Irorum, we have a 
more ſure Word, to which we ſhall do well 
Col. iii. 1, to take heed ; which faith, If ye then be riſen 


2 with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which are above, 
Luk. xii. Where Chriſt ſitteth at the right hand of God: Set 
34 your affections on things above, not on things of the 


earth; for where your treaſure i i there will your 


8 m —— 


b Baſil. Greg. Ny, Arhanaſ. gels Chryſoſtom. 
&c. See Mr. Bingham Antiquities, Vol. V. p. 278. 
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Morſbiping towards the EA s r. 
beart he Alſet 


gain another Scripture faith, Heb. xi. 


They that ſay ſuch things declare plainly they ſeek 14, 15. 


a country, and truly if they bad been mindful of 


that country from whence they came out, they 
might have bad opportunity to have returned: but 
now they deſire a better country, i. e. an heavenly. 
The ſame Author alſo in the next Chapter, 
ſpeaking of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, tells 


us, Ze are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city 


of the living God, the HeavenLy JERUSALEM. 


The F Argument therefore for turning 
our 


venerable Fathers, ſeems to be 
entirely upon the Millenarian Scheme intro- 


duced by Papias ; who, the ſo juſtly cele- 


brated Dupin tells us, gave Riſe to a common 
Opinion in the three firſt Centuries, that before 
the Day of Judgment Chriſs ſhould reign upon 
Earth a thouſand Years with his Ele; du- 


ring which Term alſo, according to the then 


current Notion, Jeruſalem was to be the Seat 


of his Empire. An Opinion (not to ſay Viſi- 


an) which, notwithſtanding its allowed Pre- 


tences to primitive Antiquity i, and general 
Reception by the greateſt Men of old in the 


* 
_ — 


n * * . W — ah * 3 . 


i Il y a eu pluſieurs anciens Docteurs renommez en 
Science & Saintete, qui ſe ſont laiſſen emporter a cette 
extravagance: Hiſtoire de P Egliſe, &c. par le Sueur, Tom. 
J. p. 492, item 556, &c. This Author, amongſt others f 
this Opinion, names Juſtin, Irenæus, Tertullian, Cyprian, 
Lactentius, Athanaſius, Cyril of Jerufal. Bafil, Ambroſe, 


Church 


Ge. 


Eyes and our Hearts towards an EAR TH- 
LY JERUSALEM, tho? eſpouſed by ſo many 
grounded 


4 


Heb. Xii. 
22. 


Hiſt. of the 
Church, 
II. p. 
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AIS GUIs TTS n 
Church of Chriſt, has been now fo long uni- 
_ verſally exploded, or, at leaſt, obſolete; that 
no more needs be ſaid of it at preſent, than 


that it can raiſe in us but very ſlender Ex- 
pectations from the Holy Land, the? we 


ſhould turn to it ſeven times a Day. When 
Craſads was the Word indeed it might have 


had its Conſequences. 


Bor again; This & an Argument for 
turning to the EAST, which would oblige 
half Mankind to turm their backs Upon ir: for 
that all Nations to the Eaftward of the ſup- 


poſed Situation of the new Jernſalem, by Vir. 


tue of the ſame Argument, muſt face about” 


to the WEST, cho in direct Oppoſition to, 


| and in the very Teeth ef the för firſt ingeni- 


ous Reaſons ab6ve-ſhewn to the contfary. 
- - - But theſe things, I doubt not, will be 
eaſily reconciled by the learned Mao of the 


Age, thoſe faſt Friends to the Rigiie Sus. 


Tho' honeft Dr. Cave inderd ſays, for his 
Part, how it can be done, he is hot able te 


imagine; ang yer afl Sides talk of no leſs 
than Apoſtslical Tradition and Practice. 


Bur leaving this Point to be adjuſted by 
thoſe whom it may more concern, amongſt 
the Arguments taken from the Fathers on the 
preſent Subject, the fixth Place I ſhall aſ- 
fot to 4 Paſſage in La#antius, Book II. 


Chap. x. We hive already heard how the 


the EAST is the Fountaiti of Light and 


Brightneſs; but here we have a Father tells 
ud Tis God himſelf who is this Tongs 
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and the Iuminator of all things, and that nber. 


fore the E As r ti aſcribed to him. 


Or this Argument ſome. one perhaps 
may ſay, as certain of our own Poets up- 
on another occaſion, i but by way of 
Simile Give me leave then farther to ob- 
ſerve, --- That, if there be any occaſion 
in divine Worſhip to addreſs - ourſelves to- 


wards ſome Object reſembling God in the 
Qualities above-ſpecified, the 8 UN furely 
has the beſt Claim to our regard, whether 


he be EAST or WES, and eſpecially in 
the South, where he appears in the greateſt 
8 or: This then being admitted as a 


ule, we ought to vary our Poſition in De- 
votion every hour of the Day, praying in 
the Morning with the Magians to the EasT, 
at Noon with the Tu#ks to the South , and 


in the Evening with the Jews to the WES T. 


W may in this Place alſo not impro- 
perly conſider the famous Saying of Ter- 


; ä —ů —— — CS IE NCI ON _ — — 3 
* N 72 * 7 % + Y * * i n. 
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=. Orietis Deo aecenſetur, quia Ipſe Laminis fons, & 


Iluſtrator eſt Rerum: See Bingham's Origines Ecclefia- 


2 


| few: Vol. V. p. 279. 


The Mahometans more particularly call that Part of 
the World where Mecca is ſituated by the name of Keblah 3 
retards which they are obliged to turn themſelves when they 
fay their Prayers; and becauſe Mecca is ſituated towards 
the Soath, is word Kebla is often taken for the South 
Part of the Heavens and the Harth: Dictionarium Sa- 


crum. | 
„„ tullian, 


* 


30 


Exaltation, and ſhines triumphant in the 


Ta. xl. 18. 
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A DISQUISITION wpon. 


tullian, Orientem Chriſti Figuram ! = The EasT, 
that Emblem of Chriſt! --- Had the Father 


been called upon, I am apt to think he 
muſt have explained himſelf to mean the 
Sun in the E.asT: By the ſame Liberty, 
with the ſame Emphaſis and Propriety, may 
we alſo ſay aloud, -- - Meridiem Chriſti Fi- 
guram! viz. That the South rather, in his 
1 is Chriſts Emblem; the South, 

ſay, where the Su receives his higheſt 


brighteſt Throne of his Glory. But in truth, 


I could never ſee any juſt Authority we 


Chriſtians have to worſhip God by Figures 
which he halb not appointed: The Jews, tis 


plain, were ſtrictly prohibited it, and pretty 
ſharply reprov'd for it: To whom (lays the 
Prophet) will ye liken God! or what ({tkeneſs 


will ye compare unto him? And Moſes in the 
ſame Chapter where he cautions the People 
againſt facing to the Sun Sc. in divine 


Deutiv.15 Service, has theſe words; Tate ye ther*- 


fore good heed unto yourſelves ;, for ye ſaw 10 


manner of fimilitude on the day that the Lord 
fpake unto you in Horeb, out of the midſt of 
the fire.. Now a Figure or Emblem 1s but 


another Word for a Similitude or Likeneſs, 
and I think nothing can be 


or Image ; 


dlearer than it is from the aforeſaid Chap- 


Ms. 


3 — ws. * * 


m Nora Columbæ Domus ſimplex, etiam in editis 


ſemper & apertis & ad Lucem; amat Figuram Spiritus 


Sancti, Orientem 


Chriſti Figuram : Contra Valentin. 
cap. 3. „ | h 


* 


ter, 


Oe 


| W orſbiping towards the EAST. 
ter, that we are forbid to worſhip God by 


any ſuch Mediums, whether of Nature, Art, 
or Fancy; the Reaſon whereof has been a- 
bove implied, and may farther appear in the 


Courſe of this Diſquiſition. 


Bu T there can he no time more proper 


than the preſent, to pay a juſt Attention to 
the Sentiments of our profeſs'd Ritualiſt, the 
very eminent Dr. Spencer, ſo often cited in 


this Diſcourſe; who having given us his 


Remarks upon the weſtern Situation of the 
Jewiſb Sanctum Sandtorum, ſeems to declare 


ſtrongly in favour of the E As r, and puts 


the Argument laſt before us upon this foot- 
ing, viz. That God being Light, and dwelling 
in Light, therefore ſhould his Servants worſhip 
him towords that Part of the Heavens from 
whence the World receives its Light a. To 
which I think it may be fairly replied, that 
tho* we muſt allow the Premiſes, in ſome 
one Senſe to be Truth, becauſe they are Scrip- 
ture o: yet can I ſee no Obligation to grant 
the Concluſion, becauſe *tis plain the Scrip- 
ture did allow the contrary Practice; nay, 


and treats, what the Doctor here eſpouſes, as an 


y_ 


n Homines proculdubio Æquo & Decoro multo magis 


convenire judicarent, ut Deus, qui Lux eſt, & Lucem 
inacceſſam habitat, in Loco aliquo verſus Orientem ha- 
bitaret, & illius Servi verſus Plagam unde Mundus il- 
luceſcit eum adorarent: De Leg. Heb. Rit. Sc. p. 846. 
0 God is light, 1 Joh. i. 5. ent in the light which 

vo man can approach unto: 1 Tim. vil 16. 
Abomination 
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4A DISQUISIT ION upon 
Abomination v. And tho? the Doctor will have 


it to be clear to any Man reading the Law, 


that the Jews received not any thing in com- 


mand from God for erecting the Sanfun 


Sanctorum Weſtward 4; I herein alſo beg 


leave to differ from him, as conceiving this 
Aſſertion to Pr oceed only from his own 

Inadvertency; who, ſcarce three Pages be- 
fore, had told us, - - The Tabernacle bag 
its Holy of Holies turned towards the Weſt, as 


might be collected, (ſays he) and that not ob- 


: ely, om the Words of Moſes, Exod. xxvi. 
22. which Words of Moſes, whoever is 


pleaſed to turn to them, will, at Sight, 
appear to carry with them a Command 


of God appointing the Situation . So that 


A , nig * + So * * 


P O Son of man turn thee yet again, and thou ſbalt ſee 
greater Abominations than theſe : and he brought me into 


the inner Court f the Lord's Houſe, and behold at the 
7 


Door of the Temple of the Lord, between the Porch and 
the Altar, were about five and twenty men, with their 
Backs towards the Temple of the Lord, and their Faces to- 
wards the Eaft, &c. Ezek. viii. 15, 16 

« Cuivis Legem perlegenti clarum eft, Iſraelitas de San- 
cto Sanctorum verſus Occiduam Eceli regionem extru- 
endo, nihil a Deo in mandatis accepiſſe: p. 845. 
r Neque Templum ſolummodo, ſed &, illius Proto- 
typon, Tabernaculum, Sanctum Sanctorum Plagæ occi- 


dlentali - obverſum habuit: Hoc e Moſis verbis, haud 


obſcure colligendum. Exod. xxvi. 22. p. 843. 
And for the Sides of tb Tabernacle Weſtward Thou 


Halt make ſiæx Boards : Ita quidem hunc locum reddunt 


Noftri, aliique; Sed nonnihil a vero illius Senſu deflecten. 
tes, nam vox Hebræa 1 cum ad res inanimatas tranſ- 
fertur, non latus, ſed finem, terminum, extremitatem no- 
tat: Spencer ubi ſupra. 8 


„„ ade ar er 


We 


| ſays Cod is Taxht yet J fee nothing 


beſides me: I form the Light. 


| Warſbiging 4 the Ea A'ST. 


we e may juſtly regard turning to the WEST 
not only as à tolerated; but a an een 
Pat of the Jo Service. | 4 

it is true the Serpent 
to the 
contrary, but that it would have been li 
terally as true alſo, if it had been faid, 


Acai, tho: 


God i ts not Light ; for Light (Gen. i.) if a Cn 


And 


ture. to obviate this Miſconceptioh 


. of the Deity (prevailing very early in the 
to me ſeems the very Reaſon of 


EasT) 
God's thus addrefling hirnſelf, by the Pro- 
phet, to his ſervant” Cyrus I dm the 
Lord, and there is none elſe, there is no God 
And as 
Light is not only a created, but corporeal 
Subſtance, (thus the Philoſopher meant it, 


who aſſigned Light for the Body, as Truth 
for the Soul of God) T do not ſee how we 


can take the Text alleged on this 'vccafion 
in a literal. Senſe, without falling into the 
Scheme, at leaſt, of the refined Materialiſts, 
who maintained 'of old, That the firſt Prin- 
ciple was indeed an infinite Wiſdom, but 


his Eſſence was only a pure Æther, or ſub- 


tile Light, which diffus'd itſelf every where 


to give Life, Motion, and Reaſon, to all Be- 
ings TF. But this Philoſophy: (whatever 
Ceremony my want to 85 en in he 


. 


1 Ser the Chevalier Ramſay" 7 heology of the Hntients. | 
p. 7840 "= 
E preſent 


Ia. 
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Joh. viii. 


I 2. lo Dy 


Joh. v. 3 5. 


Pſ. xcvii. 2 
Pſ. xviii. 
11. 


a 
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preſent enlighten'd A ge, I hop „ will far! 


paſs for Orthodox. To at de ſame time, 


God, by way of Compariſon, may be called 


Light; for, as a Father well obſerves, 4; 
the Sun is to the Sight, jo is God to the Soul:. 


So when our Saviour is ſaid to be the br 
of the World, and the true light which light- | 


eth every man that cometh into the world; 


Commentators teach us he is ſo called Cab. 
tate Vitæ & Doftring, by reaſon of the 
Brightneſs of his Example and Doctrine; and 


in this Senſe is Jobn Baptiſt alſo faid to have 
been a Du} ning and A. Ligbt. 


To proceed: tho? is true one Scripture 
ſays God dwelleth in Light; tis as true, ano- 
ther ſaith, Clouds and darkneſs are round a- 


bout him : and yet another - - He made darkneſs 


his ſecret place; bis pavillion round about him 
were dark waters and thick clouds: in his 


Commentary upon which laſt Pſalm, Car- 


dinal Bellarmin obſerves; God's ordinary or 


common Method of manifeſting himſelf was by 
a Cloud; and that he made uſe of dark Clou 


40 teach us, by way of Symbol, bis In VIS 


BILITY, and that all theſe are metaphorical 


: oat ak to hs u5 to underſtand that God's 15 


© hap 9h BA 1 7 Dy. 


t Quod enim Sol eſt Senſui noſtro, id Intellecti « eſt 


Jeus. Nazianz. Orat. de Atbanaſ. 


we 


Morſbiping towards the EAs r. 
indiſibly preſent v. In like manner may we 

obſerve of the Expreſſions on the other 
ide alſo --- Theſe . Things are an Allegory, 

and . ſerve only to teach us, God is the 

Spiritual Light of Man; or 

hid from him, but all things 

Viſible, open and naked before him : at the 

ſame time may we, with Pytbageras, main- vide Dig. 
tajn, We cannot receive the Idea of a God by 
our cor poreal Senſes: Tho' therefore, figura- Voe. Idol. 
tively ſpeaking, we may ſay, God is Light 5 
and dwelleth in Light; yet in a ſtrict and li- 

teral Senſe I ſhall not ſcruple, (till better 

inform'd) to prafeſs myſelf of the Pſalmiſt's 

Opinion - - The darkneſs and the light to him Pf. cxxxix 

are both alike; and that he may be as truly 12. 

ſaid to dwell in the one as the other; and, 

ſtrictly _ ſpeaking, in neither, 


| nothing 18 


* 
* 


I can therefore by no means give my 
Aſſent and Conſent to what Dr. Spencer 4; ſupra 
advances as the Reſult of human Judg- g-“ 
ment, viz. That men would think it juſt and 
decent that God ſhould dwell in SOME 
PLACE towards the Eaſt, when in my 
Judgment nothing can be more unjuſt and 


a 
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in, that 


lens, 
* 
. 


u Ordinariè Deus autem per nebulam ſe oſtendere ſolitus 
eſt, ut patet ex lib. Num. cap. ix. 1 Reg. viii. Mat. xvii. 
& alibi. viz. Exod. xl. 34. Sc. Ut eo veluti Symbolo 
inviſibilem ſe eſſe demonſftret, - - - Sunt omnia Meta- 
gimus Deum invifibiliter præ- 


phorica, ex quibus intelli | 
Vid. Bellarm. Explanat. in Pf. 


ſentem Nobis ſe facere. 
xvli. Ter. 11. H 13: 
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indecent 
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4 DISQUISITION upon 


indecent than for Men to pretend to limit 


God to any Place; eſpecially for chriſtian 


Men, when a Jew would teach us -- God 
bath filled all 7. hings, extends beyond all Things, 


and hath. left nothing void f, or uninbabited by 


himſelf ». When again Plato, and even Diogenes, 
would teach us - All things are full of God* : 

and the former expreſsly, That *tis im- 
poſſible God ſhould be in a particular Place v: 


which is yet more clearly expreſs'd by one 


of the Fathers, who thereupon obſerves --God 
is bis own Place:: as does alſo, another, 


adding withal - - - That be is bis own World, 
and all Ti Ping: to Himſelf : And the learned 


* 6 


- » 


—_ 


\ 


w Haie TT fon 0 Oros, x Co T&vT& d\gnulo, xe Xi 
X£vev 22, Se 5 £7, 140Y c ZACUTE bu. Philo, Sacræ Legis 
Allegoriarum, lib. ii. 8. 41, & 42. Edit. Turneb. 

* Oed. teas Ten Tar. Plato, Leg. 10. pag; 899. 
Heviz vg 35s © zxpn. Diog. Cyn. 

HFiſce addas Virgilianum illud: 

Deum namque ire per omnes 
Teraſgue, Traicuſque Maris, Calumque profundum. 
Gro. 45 

* "Ov 5 MHuure pin £07, re % TM, 0 0, & ToA 171 
£7.14 wr) ede TE. Plato 1 m  Parmenide, P- 138. 

9 woe LL ©255 £020; @ a, Ki G1 rep: Ara bos, £y 7 G &% 


Lei, EvT06 Jg bc Ts 1. Damaſcen. de Fide, lib. 3 


c. 16. 

a God is his own World to himſelf, his Place, and all 
things, Tertullian. See Ingenious Thoughts of the Fathers 
by Bohours, p. 157- Lond. 1727. And I think I have 
ſambeu here ſeen this Expreſſion; - - Deus eſt ſuum Ubi, 


bewever 118 ea, 45 expref ve of my own Senſe in the 


Hater. 


Commen- 


- Sod fail $, fed an fr > a oat 5 


3 
1] * 


Bb. + . 


2 all 
athers 
| have 
1 Ubi, 


in the” 


men- 
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Commentator Danes, upon the very Paſ. 


ſage alluded to by Dr. Spencer, where God 


is repreſented as dwelling in Light, makes 


no difficulty to aſſure us, what is there ſaid 
muſt be underſtood as ſpoken improperly, 
ana after the manner. of Men only, > 


UyronNn he” whole therefore, I mould 


very willingly join Iſſue in the Caſe with 


Dr. Spencer, and leave it to the Judgment of 
Men, might I be ſure it would be: left to 


Men of Judgment; who I doubt would 


be foon agreed, *tis impoſſible God ſhould 


dwell any where ſince, but where he did 


before Light was created, That therefore 


a. could have no manner of Influence 
n him in the Choice of his Habitation : 
it had, certainly not this or that Quarter 


o& the Heavens, but the Sun itſelf muſt | 
have been the Place, as being incompara- 


bly the moſt lightſom Dwelling he could 
poſlbly have fix d upon; and to which the 
aeg of the Apoſtle ( viz the Epithet 
INAaccEssIBLE) beſt agrees: and if this 
Habitation ſhould be a moveable one, daily 


d Imprqpriè, & more humano habitare dicitur Deus, 
quippe qui nullo loco continetur. 

© Zoroaſter taught his Followers, that Fire was the 
truęſt Shecinah of the divine Preſence ; that the Sun being 
the perfecteſt Fire, God had there the Throne of his Glory, 
and the Reſidence of his divine Preſence in a more excel- 
lent manner than any where elſe. Connect. Part 1ſt.” p. 
216. See alſo Hyde * Relig veterum Perſarum : 
cap. IV. 5 


circling 


1 Tim. vi. 
16. 


8 


Pi. xix. 6. 


4 DISQUISITION S 


circling. around the Earth, why ſhould 


the Ea s 7, in particular, ingroſs the ho- 


nour of its Situation? And again, if it 
mould be itſelf the Center of the Earth's 
Annual Circle about it, I do not ſee why 
any one Point of the Compaſs ſhould have 


this Right of Claim more than the reſt : 
Admitting therefore that God dwells in Light, 

t doth it not therefore follow, bat. be 
dwells in the FE, AST more than in the 


Wes; or that the one End (to borrow 


tae Scripture Phraſe) of the Heavens has 
2 Jot better Title to our en, than 
the other. a : ; 


I $HALL now proceed to a Seventh Caufe 
aſlign'd why we ſhould worſhip towards 
the EAST, which may be ſaid to be three- 


fold; viz, Becauſe Chrif mads bis Appeat- 


ance on Earth in the EAST; and there a: 


feended into Heaven; * there wi ter 


again at a laſt Daz. 
TAT Chriſt's 5 on Earth 


Was in the Eaſt to all thoſe who were Welt 


of it, is what nobody can deny: And *tis 
as ſure alſo that it was in the Weſt to all 
thoſe vaſt populous Nations, which lie 


EASsTwWwARD of the Holy Land. Now 


how good chriſtian "People in thoſe Parts 


* 2 TR + 3 2 
* Nn * TT SS WY — WE —— A — 


ma * 


4 Athan. Qua. ad anion 2 37. See Mr- 


Binghan's Origines Ecclefiaſtice, Vol. v. . 279. Jtem 
The Cen, of St. Ran, Con. 92. 


could 


. rs dS ni 
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05 8 could _— both Eaft and Weſt at the ſame 
E time, as Dr. Cave ſays, I cant 4 Prim. 
Ny: bo ch fecond Thoughts) like lerne Cn Pr. 
S Hitars in oor Parts they carried P. 289. 
- 10 then indeed no wonder then 
FR ' ſhould lock more ways than one; whic 
15 verily, in ſome ſort of Times might prove 
2 a moſt uſeful and laudable OT 
- as being no more than what we call bav- 
= ing our Eyes about us; and why ſhould 
4 it be thought a Thing incredible with us, 
- chat in TE een: te Mankind ſhould 
* have the Gift of a double Aſpect, when 
of: daily behold fo very many Inſtances 
fe of it at Home, and chat with great Suc- 
= dels? The Holy Land is not more 3 
9 I, 9p ppofite to + * Ladrone Tiles, . e 
=; Church of England to the Church? Rome, 
- or St. Fames's to But to order! To 
— order 1 Far be it from me to inſinuate as 
FRE if the bright Ornaments of the Beauty of 
Holineſs had the leaft Caſt with their Eyes, 
uh vr that charming NE, can ſquint. | 
th 
och To return chen 70 che Point before us: 
all 1 the Es T be aſcended into Heaven; thi- 
lie ther then let our Thoughts follow him ; 
ow Gel remembring what we learnt at School, 
ts Celum aa ls 115 | 3 
M“. > Theſe have their Ii tuation among /: the eaftermsft 
dem: Parts af s aur Hemiſphere From Jeruſalem. : 


But 


40 
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Bur there (viz, in the EasT where he 


diſappeared) He will appear again at the laſt | 
Day. But, with the Father's Leave, 


this is News that wants Confirmation, which 
it can receive from Heaven only: The 
Rabbies indeed, who had ever a remarkable 
Zeal for bringing Buſineſs to their own 
Country, have long ſince fix d the Grand 
Aſſize in the Valley of Feboſaphat; to which 


alſo the F Fathers have ſo far agreed, as to 
nominate the mount of Olives, overloook- 


ing the ſame, for the Judgment-Seatz but 


ſhould we refer the Matter to an impartial 
Jury of Dutch Commentators, I ſhould not 
at all be ſurpris'd to find them bringing in 
their old Verdict, Ignoramus. And, for 


my own part, I muſt confeſs, when I at- 
tempt to ſurvey in one View all the Sons 


of Men, that ever have been, are, or are 


to be, I cannot for my Life conceive 


this is a Day's Work to be done in a Dale: 


and I once knew a Worceſterſhire Divine, 
who could no more bear to hear talk of 
the Yale of Fehoſaphat for this purpoſe, than 


the Vale of Eveſham : nay, he was moſt furi- 


ouſly certain, the latter, according to the 


moſt moderate Computations in Chorogra- 
phy, was above Ten Thouſand times more 
capacious. This therefore, ſome one may 


fay, was but a narrow Conceit, and whe- 


ther 7ewih or Chriſtian, but one Degree 


— 


— 


+ Vide Gerhardum de extremo Judicio, p. 60. off 


beyond 


my 4 — © OY ON Or Sh Io Sag 


REN 9 . * * - * Y n 
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beyond that of the Mabometans; who (we \ 
may learn from Mr. Maundrel) are by 


all means for keeping Court within Doors; 


and are content, it ſeems, their great 
Moſque at Damaſcus, ſhould be converted 


into a Town-Hall on this grand Solemni- 


ty; and that, for the better Diſpatch -of 


Buſineſs, a Seffion of Oyer and Terminer, 


ſhould at the ſame time be held alſo in 


another at Feruſalem. But to remember 


whereof we are ſpeaking. -- How much 
more awful and juſt is what the Scriptures. 
teach us! viz, That the Living, as well. 

as the Dead of all Generations, ſhall be 
caught up in the Clouds to meet the Lord. 


* 


in the Air; and there ſhall ſtand arrang'd, 


to right and left, on the immenſe Expanſe 
of the ætherial Plains; when Olivet ſhall 
difappear, and Earth and Heaven fly a-. 
way ! © 1 5 | 


Bur ſhould we come into the Notion - -. 


that our Saviour's ſecond Coming will be in 


a direct perpendicular Line over the Mount 


of Olives, and that there then ought to be 
the Center of our Devotions, as of our Ex- 


pectations, and that this is primitive Do- 


ctrine be reconciPd to that more primitive 


. att 


e Revelat. xx. 11. 


1 ; „ 


4¹ 


» 
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of wor ſhiping towards the E as r? when 
plain the Conſequence of the latter would 


* 


be worſhiping from every Point of the 


round ther WR zxIn, 


* 


Bur in the eighth Place; I find 


wards the Eaft, when we pay our Adort- 
tion, we are ſymbolically led ro Chrift. 


To this I reply; as to the uſe of Sym- 

bots to lead Men to God, I have already 

given my Opinion; and ſhall only have 
occaſion here farther to obſerve, what alfo 


hath been already imply*d 3 - -- That if the 


Argument be good, viz. We ought to 


turn to the EasrT, becaufe Chriſt is called 


the EasT; Then will it be good alſo, 
We ought to turn to the S v N, becaufe he is 


* PR; 822 1 es... R 
— T — —_ 4 > tn CT RO n 


+ Satopiz Mons famous. 


Clem. Alex; Strom. £75. vi.” Aug. de Ser: Dom, 
in Monte. L. ii. c. 5. Item, Hieron- in Amos, «hap. vi. 


er. 14. Verſi ad Orientem pactum inimus cum Sole 


Juſtitiæ. Fide Orig. Becleſ. Vol. v. p. 277. Unto you that 


fear my Name, the Sun of Righteonſnejs ſhall ariſe, & c. 


Mal. iv. 2. 


- 


tis | 


ther Paſſage of Scripture, generally allu- 
ded to by the Fathers, is much infifteq 
upon by many even to this day, viz. Mal. 
iv. 2. * Here, ſay they, is Chriſt ditealy 
calf the Sux of Righteouftiefs, by a true 
and litera} Tranflation ; and by turning to- 


SD $Þ 2 2 yo wes —— _ 42 


Y ** 
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„s || called the Sun; and thus ought we to do in 


whatever Paint. of the Heavens the Sun is 
vilible to us, from EasT to WasT; 


— 


at Which rate, if we count by Degrees on- 


* py 
7 


Kebla's, or Points to turn our Eyes upon, 


in divine Service. And in the dark Days 
before Chriſtmas, to ſerve God with any © 


tolerable Exactneſs, and be critical (as who. 
would not!) in his Devotion, a Man had 
need of a f Card, as well as a Kalendar; 


and, to ſteer his Vows aright, muſt pray, C 


Tus ninth Place I ſhall afign to the 
Opinion of the very learned and very wor- 
| | chy Mr. Bingham, with reſpect to the Cere- 


many now before us. His words are theſe, 


The Original of. this Cuſtom ſeem: 10 be des | 


ved from the Ceremony of Baptiſm, in which 


it vas uſual tg renounce the Devil with ther 
Faces io the Weſt, aud then turn about 10 


the . Eaſt, and make thr Covenant with. 


Chriſt from whence (continues he) I con- 


ceive it became their common Cuſtom to wore 


ſhip God after the ſame way that they bad, 


at firſt, enter d into Covenant - with bim. <> 


In this, with the moſt ſincere deference to 
ſo deſerving a Man in what relates to the 
Antiquities of the Church, I beg leave to 


1 


OD Vol. v. Pag. 2765 © 
F 


ly, ſhall we have no leſs than 180 different 
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44 5 
5 diſſent from him; becauſe (for ought I can 
poſſibly find) the Ceremony of turning to 
the EaxsT amongſt Chriſtians, was much 
prior to that of turning to the Wesr; 

Ir. Spencer (if I rake him right) ſup- 

: ſes it to have generally erated almoſt 
Hi the very Infancy of Cbriſtianity %. And 


„ „ PONY * 


F LY 


ITS there is no room to diſpute but that it was 
4 | the Practice of the ſecond Century; but 
} | ; for turning to the Weſt, Mr. Bingham him- 
= ſelf ſupplies us with no Authority, I can 
I yet find, above the fourth. And indeed, 
2 from what Dupin obſerves, I am inclin'd 
= - to believe it had then its Riſe; In this 
3 Century, (viz. the IV.) ſays he, Ceremonies 
= were carried to the bigheſt Point of their 
3 | Splendor ; --- Baptiſm was adminiſtered with» 
1 abundance 0 of Ceremonies d. Dr. Cave in- 
4 deed particularly mentions this Ceremony 
Ei of turning to the Weſt at Baptiſm, in his 
Part I. p. Primitive Chriſtianity ; but the Authors he 
34+ alleges” for it are both of them Fourth- 
| Century-Men ; nor does he mention it as 
a primitive Ceremony, but expreſsly as 
, an additional Rite of After-ages ; Lorie 
- firſt of all, that in the Apoſtles Age, Bap- 
iſm © was 12 with fx Md 


4 Gere IM oa at Iu. ond foin to to 


; < a 5 8 " 2 ? 2M 
: — * 1 * 


„ £ * 


2 e $9 ta kh. A- 


s Sane Chriſtiani longe placknk, a primis pene = 
centis Chriſtianiſmi Seculis, ad Orientem converf Re | 
cabantur : De Leg. Heb. Rit. p. 846. 
V Eccl. Hiſt. Fol. ii. p. 167. 


_ 
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and Simplicity, probably (fays/ he)- without 
any more Formality, tban 4 * ſhort: Prayer, 
and repeating the Words of I. nſtitution, And 
indeed Mr. Bingbam himſelf, before he 
cloſes his Chapter, candidly expreſſes his 
own Diffidence, whether it were nds or not 
as he had N N OT. 


x. HIS 8 
2 


. D hare, by +a ways 7 1 08 


ſcruple to declare my Opinion, That 1 do 
not think the Fathers had any more Rea- 
ſon to aſſign tbe W: 


Weſt peculiarly to the _ 


than they had to aſſign the Eaſt peru 


10 Chriſt; and they muſt. be allow'd rye 
_ generous Adverſaries in allotting their E- 


nemy one Moiety of the Clobe, as they 


did their Saviour the other; what 1s this 


but granting him Diviſum Im 


cum 


Jove? in Milton's Words the very Boaſt of 
Satan, 


viz, Divided E We . Heaven's 
King 1 bud.” £ 4; | | | „rd 
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Pag. 280. 


ubi ſupra 


Ar the Cues ume it 9 a ache | 


Lucifer, by the GRAN T of the Fathers, 


ſhould —5 the Weſt allotted him ; where - 
as, tis well known, he makes his A 


ance i every Morning in the Eaſt F Peer 
the Sun itſelf; and that his firſt Tranſacti- 


odd alſo, that, upon this grand Diviſion, 


ons with Mankind, and Triumph oyer our 


A 4 


l * 


ca uf 7 1 "a 5 «phi TY 8 5 #4 * 


i Stella eee Lucifer ortus erat. Ovit 


= 
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Race were in what we call the E As T. 
On the other Hand *tis as well known 
alſo by all, who know any. thing of fa- 
cred Antiquities, , that the Apartment which 
God . choſe in his own Houſe, wherein 
more peculiarly, to manifeſt the divine Pre- 


| | ſence, was the Weſt-End of the Temple, And 


fende and Scandal to the Jews, The. | 
WæxS x, fays the former, is aſcribed to that 


I have often thought the Language of 
- Laf#antius and St. Jerome, upon xe ie ay 


count, could not but give very great Of- 


turbulent and wicked Spirit * And, ſays the 


latter, In our Myſteries, the firſt Thing we 


do, is to renounce him who dwells in the Weſt '. 


| When, that There is the very MAJESTY 
of God, was, with the Rabbies, as much A 


Proverb, as any in Solomon n. 


TRAESE Conſiderarions lead me to what 


I ſhall obſerve as the tenth and laſt Ren- 
ſon, for the preſent, why the primitive 


Chriſtians worſhip'd towards the  EasT; 


viz, the Rule of Contraries, or a Spirit of 


Oppeſition, not to ſay —_— towards the 
. „ 


1 * 
1 1 
N 5 
2 1 * „ X 
— — — —— 
* P * . 
wp > $ . X * 


FFF * 


4 


1 Qecidens contwbate illi A Ment bin, 


lib. ii. cab. 10. 
In Myſteriis primum renunciamus ei, qui in Ocei- 


dente eſt, Hieran. in Amos vi. 14. 


m Majeſtas divina eſt in Occidente : Maimon. Mir. 


1 P. iii. cap. 48. 


For 


ff 


Rb % <6 SD S hat eee ian ik. 


. anity that are in the” 


Wot w forwards FE E As T. 


For what I have now faid, methinks 
I already hear myfelf called to account 
and my Anſwer is, 


to his Purpoſe, 


Becauſe, ſays 
deadlieſt, als moſt ſpite 


the Heathens in their Orders, 


T met with it as a” 
late great Man in our Church once mer 
with fomerhing elfe, 
before me; viz. by prying into ſome Pa- 
pers that bear the Name of Biſhop Overal n. 
Author, the Jews were the 
Enemies to Chrifti- 
| orld; in that regard © 
* were many Laws made by the Church, to have 
10 Conformity with them, na more than with 
TU FRA 2 95 
ING TO THE TAO 
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Uren which, that I may not be * Ws. 


ther tedious, let it here ſuffice to obſerve 


only, That they who inſiſt upon this Rea- 
ſon ſeem to forget, that herein they do 


actually conform themſelves to the Hea-. 


thens, who (as in the beginning of this 


Diſquifition has been fhewn) in their ido- 


W Worſhip of the SUN, were the 
xy Fa of this ſince moſt, © 
in the Church of 


primitive Pr 
Catholick Ceremony 
Chriſt. Which Opinion I am the more 
confirm'd in, by a þ 

with in the . ae 
Mr. Theoph. Gale, 
OR hte in ys 3 ns ns 


——_—_» 


orks of the learned 


och ed. $44 r 2 83 
C ods. ln BM 


n Additional Notes to Dr. Nicholls, zpon the Con- 
mon Prayer, p. 16. of the * Notes. 


17 


ſometime Fellow of 


aſſa age I have lately mer 5 
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; 3 treating of the Derivation of Popiſßb 
ro 


m Pagan Rites, has theſe Words. - - . 
other piece of Pagan Hummoergic. 
their Ceremony of Bowing and bie be. to- 
wards the EAST: for the Pagans univer/al- 
ly Worſhiped the 8 UN ag their Supreme 
God, even the more reform d ef them, the 
new Platoniſts, Plotinus, Porphyry, and 
Julian the Apoſtate, as it appears by his Ora- 
tion to the Sun; whence it came to paſs, 
that the Sun riſing in the EasT, * * 
uſually worſhiped t PE. way. Hence alſo they 
built their Temples, and buried their Dead 
towards the E asT. Court of the Gentiles, 


Part III. p. 206. 


5 UT to. draw towards a Conchugen; 


Thus, Readers, courteous and uncourteous, 


(for I expect both, and ſhall he very well 
content if I have but enough of either) 
have I with all Fidelity laid before you the 
moſt plauſible, and generally receivd 
Reaſons of the Fathers for wor/hiping to- 
wards the E AST; and, without reſpect 


of Perſons, as impartially examin'd them, 


as I have freely exhibited them: Whether 
upon their being weigh'd they will be 
found wanting in the Ballance or not, 1 
ſnall leave every man to judge for him- 
ſelf, as I do for myſelf. Father Origen 


indeed ſeems to ſqueak ; or, at leaſt, to 
betray a Diffidence of the Goodneſs of his 
Cauſe, when he deſires Men would be fo 


civil, as not to be too buſy in enquiring in- 
5 "> 00 


er 


Harſbiping fern the Ea A'ST. 
4% it. And St. Auſtin, how 


ledges, . 
may take Vlius his Opinion, who, as 11 


have intimated, ſeems alſo cranſiently to 


have denfldcrad;: the. .Caſe, he will tell us 
downright - - - This ſame old Cuſtom among /e 


Chriſtians, contrary to the Jewiſh, of turu- 


ing at their Devotions towards the riſing Sun, 


ftands upon no ſound Foundation v. Some one 
perhaps may add; Upon neither a bet- 
ter nor worſe, than the Ruins of the 


oldeſt Idolatry that has been fince the 
World began a; ſupported indeed by a 
SETI e eee which, however 


unphiloſophical or unſcriprural, yet muſt 
be allow'd, the 

the Authors, 1 1 
ting. ur great Slilling fleet, tis true, 16. .. 
ſays in plain Erghb, they are very A _ 


.COMIIQET * Gravity of 
not to be altogether undi- 


cient. -- But a juſt Senſe of the Duty 


of filial Reverence, has all along con- 


Er me man r 2 


A 7 - _ Des FF | OS: : 
o Ser aasee 10 ee gab, 5. * Ed. 3d. 
+ Nulla ſcriptura nos docuit n orientem orare, 


. Vide Durand. Rat. Lib. v. Cap. "+ | 
Dos 8 Ritus antiquus E Judaico con- | 
trarius, quo ad Solem Orientem converſi precabantur, 


nullo fo 


o nititur Fuadamento. Vide indigp Theologiee 


Gentilis, Ie. in Voc. Orandi. 
. 94 Quod ſeilicet Conſuetudo obvertendi ſe ad Orien- 


tem adorandi cauſa, ab Idololatria ortum ſuum habuiſſe 


videatur, nempe a Solis orientis Adoratione : quæ om- 
nium prima & antiquiſſima Ware 8 Idololatria. 
Lud. Cc appel. ub I 


- 


the 
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how well ſoever © 

affected to che fame, yet fairly acknows 
it was a piece of Devotion, an 7; 
Bible no where taught bin t. And if w 


* 


» 
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over che venerable Aſhes of the ancient 
Fader 3 and for this Reaſon I hope to 


find the more Indulgence myſelf, "ſhould 
I not be able Beef ſo religiouſly 


to keep my -Countenance under all the 
violent Temptations to the contrary, which 


may occur *thro* the Courſe of a D118 


ulis rrIoN | from the Beginning of 


- the World to this Day. The Man, who 


Ae” ſo immenſe a Tract of Time can 


meet wich nothing to make him ſmile, 


muſt certainly hade been inducted, either 


into the Cave of Tropbonius, or the Vica- 


rage of But ſince it is, in Fact, a 
Subject, wherein many Points will be foung 


to ariſe,” that may ſerve to divert, as 
well as inform the World about us, it 


were Pity it ſhould languiſh in the Hands 


of a depreſs'd and drooping Genius, when 
it is ſo capable of being cultivated by 
one more fortunate and joyous, ' Cui fa- 
ciles Riſus. And to ſuch an one 1 hear- 
tily commend it, 


and ſhall freely com · 
municate my Obſervations: And having 


traverſed the Country before him (if he be 


one that loves a Day's Sport, as I muſt 


don I once did myſelf ) this I ſhall now 
tell him for his Encouragement - - -- He 
will find the Covers Thin, and Game Plen- 
#y.” But for me, tot jam labentibus annis 
For ten long Years the ſtanding 
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